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BLESSINGS BEFORE READING THE TORAH

Before the reading of the Law:
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Barchu et Ado-nai ha-m’vorach.

) DY 1A 7 3

Baruch Ado-nai ha-m’vorach 1'olam va-ed.
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Baruch ata Ado-nai, Elo-heinu Melech ha’olam, asher
bachar banu mi-kol ha-amim, v’natan lanu et Torato,
Baruch ata Ado-nai, notain ha-torah.

BLESSINGS AFTER READING THE TORAH

After the reading of the Law:
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Baruch ata Ado-nai, Elo-heinu Melech ha’olam. asher
natan lonu torat emet v’cha-yei olam nota b’to-chei-nu.
Baruch ata Ado-nai, notain ha-torah.
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A Prayer for Our Country

Our God and God of our ancestors, with mercy accept our

prayer on behalf of our country and its government. Pour out
Your blessing upon this land, upon its inhabitants, upon its

leaders, its judges, officers, and officials, who faithfully devote
themselves to the needs of the public. Help them understand
the rules of justice You have decreed, so that peace and secu-
rity, happiness and freedom, will never depart from our land.

ApoNAIL, God whose spirit is in all creatures, we pray that
Your spirit be awakened within all the inhabitants of our land.
Uproot from our hearts hatred and malice, jealousy and strife.
Plant love and companionship, peace and friendship, among
the many peoples and faiths who dwell in our nation. Grant us
the knowledge to judge justly, the wisdom to act with compas-
sion, and the understanding and courage to root out poverty
from our land.

May it be Your will that our land be a blessing to all who dwell
on earth, and may You cause all peoples to dwell in friendship
and freedom. Speedily fulfill the vision of Your prophets:
“Nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall

they learn war anymore.” “For all of them, from the least of
them to the greatest, shall know Me.” And let us say: Amen.



A Prayer for the State of Israel

Avinu she-ba-shamayim, stronghold and redeemer of the
people Israel: Bless the State of Israel, [that it may be] the
beginning of our redemption. Shield it with Your love; spread
over it the shelter of Your peace. Guide its leaders and advi-
sors with Your light and Your truth. Help them with Your
good counsel. Strengthen the hands of those who defend our
holy land. Deliver them; crown their efforts with triumph.
Bless the land with peace and its inhabitants with lasting joy.
And let us say: Amen.
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Avinu she-ba-shamayim, tzur yisrael v'go-alo, bareikh et m'dinat
yisrael [she-t’hei] reishit tz’/mihat ge’ulateinu. Hagen aleha

b'evrat hasdekha u-f’ros aleha sukkat sh’lomekha, u-sh’lah or’kha
va-amit’kha I'rasheha sareha v’yo-atzeha, v’'takneim b’eitzah tovah
milfanekha. Hazeik et y'dei m'ginei eretz kodsheinu, v’hanhileim
eloheinu y’shu-ah, va-ateret nitzahon t’atreim. V’'natata shalom
ba-aretz v’simhat olam I'yosh’veha, v’nomar: amen.



A Prayer for Peace

May we see the day when war and bloodshed cease,
when a great peace will embrace the whole world.
Then nation will not threaten nation,
and the human family will not again know war.
For all who live on earth shall realize
we have not come into being to hate or to destroy.
We have come into being to praise, to labor, and to love.
Compassionate God, bless the leaders of all nations
with the power of compassion.
Fulfill the promise conveyed in Scripture:
I will bring peace to the land,
and you shall lie down and no one shall terrify you.
I'will rid the land of vicious beasts
and it shall not be ravaged by war.
Let justice and righteousness flow like a mighty stream.
Let God’s peace fill the earth as the waters fill the sea.
And let us say: Amen.



A Single Individual was Created

In the beginning, only a single individual was created,
in order to teach us that if anyone destroys a single soul,
an entire world has been destroyed;

and if anyone saves a single soul,

an entire world has been saved.

In the beginning, only a single individual was created,
for another reason: for the sake of peace -

so that no one can say to anyone else:

“My ancestors were greater than yours;”

In the beginning, only a single individual was created,

to emphasize the greatness of God:

When a human being stamps many coins,

they all turn out the same.

But God has stamped every individual in the image of the
first person created, and every one of us is unique.

Therefore, every one of us must say,
“For my sake the world was created.”

(Mishnah Sanhedrin 4:5)



SHEHECHEYANU

This is the traditional blessing for joyous occasions. The Rabbi will lead its recitation in Hebrew
and in English. The entire family will be invited to rise and join in the recitation of this blessing.
All relatives are invited to participate.
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Praised are You, Adonai our God, Sovereign of the universe,
granting us life, sustaining us, and enabling us to reach this day.



